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GCSE: RELIGIOUS STUDIES (RS)

Examining Board: AQA

Subject Leader: Mr Black
Teachers: Mr Black & Mrs Mincher

Course Overview:

You will delve intoreligious and non-religious beliefsthat motivate
peopletoactandbehaveindifferentways. Youwillalsotackle
fundamental questions about human existence, and engage with
modern ethical discussions.

The course is split into two areas:
1. Studying the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity
and Islam.
2. Ethical themes:
e Relationships and families (Same-sex marriage,
divorce, sex, contraception, gender equality)
e Religion and life (Abortion, euthanasia, animal
experimentation, life after death, origins of humanity)
e Religion, crime and punishment (Death penalty,
prison, forgiveness, causes of crime)
e Religion, human rights and social justice (Human
rights, human trafficking, status of women in religion,
wealth and poverty, free speech)

ThisGCSE providesamodernapproachtostudyingtopicsrelated
toreligion.You’lllookattoday’sissues— perhapsincluding
thingsyouseeorreadaboutinthenews:Shouldweteston
animals?Shouldthe UKbring backthedeathpenalty?Shouldwe
befreetosaywhateverwewant?Shouldsame-sexmarriagebe
allowed inchurches?You’lllearnskillsininterpretingand
evaluatingpiecesofinformation,communicatingand applying
your knowledge, and insolving problems.You’llalsohave an
opportunitytodevelop your

debating skills.

Religious Studiesbuildsfantasticlife skillsthatare beneficial for
many careersand prepare studentsforthe next stageintheir
education. It develops key skills of analysis, evaluation and
decision-making which are essential in many workplaces. Ethics
is a huge aspect to being involved in medicine, and technology
companies are interested in RS, to make ethical coding
decisions. It is also particularly beneficialforthoseinterestedin
thepolice, counselling, social work,youthwork, teachingand many
others which involve understanding of people.

About the Exam:

You’ll have two, 1 hour 45-minute exams
at the end of Year 11.

Paper 1 = Beliefs, teachings and
practices of Christianity and Islam.
Paper 2 = Ethical themes.

Each exam is worth 50% of your total
mark.

Each of the sections of the exam follow
the exact same structure, with shorter
knowledge questions (1, 2, 4 and 5
marks) followed by a piece of extended
writing, debating a controversial
statement (12 marks).




